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Sir: 

1. The undersigned Applicants make the following declaration in order to 
show that the invention which is the subject of the present application was reduced to 
practice in this country prior to the October 8, 1999 filing date of U.S. Provisional 
Patent Applications No. 60/158,250 and 60/158,316, which relate to Thompson et al. 
U.S. Patent No. 6,810,401. All of the activities described below took place in the 
United States. 

2. Our invention substantially as shown and described in our pending U.S. 
Patent Application Serial No. 09/736,555 filed December 13, 2000 was conceived and 
reduced to practice in the United States prior to October 8, 1999. This was 
accomplished by the building and testing of a Beta test site for the website 
subsequently found at www.auickparts.com and owned by the assignee of the present 
invention. 
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3. Exhibits 1A-1E attached hereto are copies of a number of screen shots 
from the Beta test site. These screen shots were created prior to October 8, 1999. The 
dates have been redacted from the Exhibits, but they are all prior to October 8, 1999. 

4. The Beta test site was set up on a Beta test server located at a company 
named Revnet located in Huntsville, Alabama. We tested the Beta site by accessing it 
over the Internet from our computers located at Quickparts.com, the assignee of the 
present invention, also located at the time in Huntsville, Alabama. Our computers at 
Quickparts.com functioned as the "Beta test client computer" as that term is used in 
the following description. The "Beta test client computer" may also be referred to as a 
"Beta test customer computer". 

5. The Beta test server site was tested by accessing the Beta test server 
over the Internet and uploading dozens of CAD files for custom designed parts to the 
system. This data was then analytically compared to non-automatic quoting data to 
verify and validate accuracy. This data was also validated with third party sources for 
pricing information. The Beta test site was used to verify the concept and capability 
to automatically generate a price for a custom part over the Internet. This testing was 
conducted by the undersigned inventors. Over a period of several weeks prior to 
October 8, 1999 we conducted hundreds of such tests. We proved that we could access 
the system via the Internet; upload a customer s unique CAD data; analyze the data 
substantially instantaneously and accurately; generate an instant price quote for the 
customer data; and present that price quote to the customer. 

6. The following explanation of Figs. 1A-1E is provided to show the 
correlation between the system represented by those figures and the invention as 
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claimed in the present application; these screen shots are the screens as they were 
viewed on the Beta test client computer: 

(a) Exhibit 1A illustrates the procedure for the Beta test client or customer 
to upload from the Beta test client's computer system to the Beta test server computer 
system one or more CAD files describing the custom manufactured part which is to be 
quoted. 

(b) Exhibit IB illustrates the selection by the Beta test client of: 

1) the quantity of each part to be quoted; 

2) one of a plurality of available manufacturing processes, in this case 
SLA, SLS , FDM or MJM; 

3) the surface finish desired; and 

4) the delivery time. 

An instant price quote is displayed at the bottom of Exhibit IB. 

(c) Exhibit 1C is the same screen as Exhibit IB, but it illustrates the Beta 
test client making a change in selections, and a revised instant price quote is 
displayed. 

(d) Exhibits ID and IE illustrate the display of a firm price quotation for the 
custom manufactured part as it would be viewed on the Beta test client's computer 
after having been transmitted to the Beta test client computer over the Internet. The 
Beta test client could then simulate a purchase of the part online based upon the price 
quotation. 

(e) The price quotations, as they were generated on the Beta test server 
prior to October 8, 1999, were prepared by analyzing the Beta test client's CAD file on 
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the Beta test server computer system, without human intervention, to determine one 
or more manufacturing criteria for the custom manufactured part. Then the firm 
price quotation was calculated in the Beta test server computer system based upon 
the one or more manufacturing criteria, and transmitted to the Beta test client 
computer. This calculation was performed substantially instantaneously with a pre- 
programmed pricing formula in the form: 

price = a*V + b*H + c; 
where a, b and c are preprogrammed constants, where V is the volume of the part, 
and where H is a vertical dimension of the part in a selected orientation. 

(f) The selected orientation of the part was selected to minimize H and 
thus minimize the calculated price. The one or more manufacturing criteria 
included the volume of the part. The pricing formula included a finish charge 
dependent upon a selected finish and the surface area of the part. The pricing 
formula included a multiple part charge dependent upon the quantity of parts 
quoted. 

7. We each declare that all statements made herein of our own knowledge 
are true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be 
true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful 
false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or 
both, under §1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false 
statements may jeopardize the validity of the present application or any patent issued 
thereon. 
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